
CURRENT PROGRAMS AND AUTHORITIES IN MAINE’S BAYS* 
* Blue shading indicates federal agencies, green shading indicates state agencies, yellow shading indicates municipalities.  

  

  

Municipalities: 
land use 
ordinances & 
zoning; harbor 
management; 
soft shell clam 
ordinances, 
intertidal leases 

DEP: Water quality regulation, such as 
discharges from vessels (e.g. pump-
out program), overboard discharges, 
combined sewage overflows, issuance 
of MEPDES permits (including those 
needed for aquaculture facilities with 
discharges), issuance of land use 
permits under NRPA and site law 

arks & Lands leases state-owned submerged 
of permanent or seasonal structures (not 
ure) such as construction of wharves and 
 and filling. LURC regulates activities in 
tories, which include many coastal islands 

IF&W: ma n impacts of development for coastal 
seabirds (in ds and Bald Eagles).  Recreational public 
access, oil own and rainbow trout fisheries 

DMR: Fisheries and marine 
resource management, 
research, monitoring and  
regulation; aquaculture 
leasing & monitoring; 
shellfish toxin monitoring; 
anadromous fish 
restoration; consultation 
with state and federal 
agencies on proposed 
development projects  

USACOE: permitting of 
projects located on 
intertidal and submerged 
lands, dredging of 
channels, construction of 
breakwaters 

NMFS: 
fisheries, USCG: navigational issues, 

boating safety, protected 
resources, 
and EFH 
management 

search and rescue 

DOT: 
shipping 
(cargo 
ports) 
ferries, 
surface 
water 
quality, 
coastal 
access  

ASC: 
manage and 
enhance 
Atlantic 
salmon 
habitat, 
populations, 
and sport 
fisheries 
within 
historical 
habitat in all 
(inland and 
tidal) waters  
 

 

MCP – coordinate 
state review of 
federal agency 
actions, e.g., 
maintenance 
dredging and 
military 
construction 
projects, for 
consistency with 
applicable state 
environmental 
laws  
 

FERC: Regulation of 
the interstate 
transmission of 
natural gas, oil, and 
electricity. 

USFWS: Management of 
National Wildlife Refuges, 
Endangered and 
Threatened species, 
migratory birds 

EPA: Water quality 
regulation through 
NPDES oversight 

Mean low water Mean high water 

Intertidal zone – may be 
privately owned, subject to a 
public easement for “fishing, 
fowling, and navigation” 

Maine state waters = me  water to 3 miles 
The Public Trust Doctrine provides ublic trust lands, waters, 
and living resources are held by the  in trust for the benefit of 
all the people of Maine. 

Federal 
waters: 
Federal 
ownership, 
EEZ 
management 
authority, 
and 
regulatory 
jurisdiction 
extends from 
3 miles out to 
200 miles. 

3 mile limit:  
Outer limit of state jurisdiction.  
Federal regulatory jurisdiction 
also extends into state lands and 
waters under select laws. 
an low
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DOC: Bureau of P
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